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Item for decision 

Summary 
 

1 Members are offered the opportunity of revisiting the Waste Strategy for 
Uttlesford 2005 in respect of its policy for the Bulky Waste Service for 
domestic properties.  

 
Recommendations 
 

2 That Members consider the introduction of a charge for bulky waste and select 
a charging structure from the list of options. 

 
3 That members agree the level of charge. 

 
4 That a Recycling booklet is produced this year to supersede the May 2006 

edition. 
 
Background Papers 

 
5 The following papers were referred to by the author in the preparation of this 

report and are available for inspection from the author. 
 

- Waste Strategy for Uttlesford 2005. 

- Bulky waste arrangements for the top 21 recycling performers 

- Bulky waste arrangements for Essex waste collection authorities 
 

Impact 
 
6 

Communication/Consultation Customers will be advised of any charge at 
point of commissioning, council’s fees and 
charges available on web site. Revised 
publication of recycling booklet. 

Community Safety None. 

Equalities None. 

Finance Charging will contribute to the cost of 
service provision. Cost of publication of 
revised recycling booklet. 
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Human Rights None. 

Legal implications None. 

Ward-specific impacts All 

Workforce/Workplace Additional element to dealing with customer 
request to obtain payment.  

 
Situation 

 
7 The number of collections continues to rise as does the cost of providing the 

service, notably the cost of fuel. 
 
8 In accordance with the strategy the council offers a free collection service for 

items of furniture and white goods. Other items that are part of the fixtures 
and fittings of a domestic property are chargeable e.g. boilers, kitchen units, 
bathroom suites. Commercial fitters of such items have a responsibility to 
deal with waste resulting from their business and need not be funded by the 
local authority. 

 
9 A requirement of the Waste Electrical and Electronic (WEE) Regulations 

place a responsibility on suppliers to remove and recycle large items such 
as cookers, fridges and freezers, most do this at low cost (most commonly 
£7) or free of charge. 

 
Collection arrangements 
 
10 There is a requirement to collect fridges and freezers separately from other 

bulky waste to permit responsible disposal. 
 
11 Other bulky waste items are tipped into landfill, there are no opportunities for 

UDC to separate and recycle. However, householders can pursue reuse by 
choosing other routes for disposal of items such as donate to charity, sell, 
and deliver to a Recycling Centre. 

 
Other Authorities 
 
12 Table 1 attached to this report show that 19 of the top 21 recycling 

authorities apply a charge for bulky waste.  
 
13 Table 2 shows the arrangements for other Essex Authorities. This evidences 

that those authorities that do not apply are charge are all at the top of the 
table for number of collections per household and generally have increasing 
numbers to deal with. The reverse applies to those that charge with 
collections per household generally reducing and having a lower number of 
collections per household. 

 

Page 2



Bulky Waste Charging 
Environment Committee, January 22, 2008, Item 7 

Author:  Diane Burridge 
Version date:  7 January 2008   16

 
Targets 

 
14 Anecdotal evidence suggests that customers will be prepared to pay for a 

service particularly if the service can be prompt or by appointment. 
 

Options 
 
15  Charging structure that limits the number of items and a permits low cost or 

free first collection in each financial year and then applies a charge for all 
subsequent collections in the same year sufficient to recover their cost. 

 
16  Fixed charge for a fixed number of items. 
 
17 A separate charge for white goods from other bulky items. 
 
18 A fixed charge for a set number of items and charge per each additional 

item. 
 
Pay-Offs/Penalties 

 
19 This will bring some equity to those residents that rarely use the service in 

balance with those who access the service frequently. 
 

Risk Analysis 
 
20 The following have been assessed as the potential risks associated with this 

issue. 
 

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigating actions 

That fly tipping may 
increase 

Experience 
of other 
councils 
indicates 
the 
likelihood 
of an 
increase is 
low  

Low High profile enforcement 
will be a deterrent. 

Performance 
measurement will identify 
any increase. 

Review impact in 12 
months 

That community may 
be confused about 
the introduction of a 
charge 

Medium Medium Clear communication of 
the charging structure.  
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Table 1 
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Table 2 
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